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Background 
 

Friends of the College (FotC; www.friendsofthecollege.org) conducted a survey of 240 Louisiana Baptist Convention (LBC) pastors and Directors 

of Missions as well as members of the Louisiana College Board of Trustees.1  The purpose of the survey was to understand their concerns 

regarding Louisiana College.  The questions reflect issues expressed recently by trustees, pastors, and other members of the LBC. 

FotC extends strong appreciation to all who took the time and thought to prayerfully consider and respond to the survey. 

  

                                                           
1
 The survey was conducted via SurveyMonkey.com between Sunday, September 15 and Saturday, September 21, 2013.  It consisted of 10 questions.  

Members of the sample were all trustees of LC, LBC Directors of Missions, or pastors of LBC churches whose e-mail addresses were available through the 
internet.  62 participants (25.8%) responded to the survey. FotC recognizes that these responses cannot be considered representative of all LBC leaders 
because the sample was limited to those whose addresses were available. 
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Executive Summary 
 

Overall, 65% of the respondents indicated concern to extreme concern regarding Louisiana College.  When asked about specific areas of 

concerns, an average of 60.74% expressed concern to extreme concern. When asked a series of questions regarding the Board of Trustees, an 

average of 58% expressed general confidence in the amount of information provided to them and the role of the Executive Director of the LBC 

on the Board. 

Polarization 

 

Results show that respondents are polarized in their opinions about certain issues at Louisiana College.  Examples of polarization are: 

 When asked to rate their level of concern about Louisiana College, 46.2% of those expressing concern to extreme concern expressed 

extreme concern while 47.6% of those expressing some concern to no concerned expressed no concern. 

 When asked to indicate their level of agreement with the statement, “The administration of LC provides adequate information to the 

Convention and the trustees”, 65.5% of those agreeing to strongly agreeing expressed strong agreement while 74.1% of those 

expressing moderate disagreement to disagreement expressed disagreement. 

  When asked to indicate their level of agreement or disagreement with the statement “LC has put too much emphasis on starting new 

ventures (e.g., law school, medical college, film school, school in Tanzania) and not enough on basic undergraduate education,” 62.9% of 

those agreeing to strongly agreeing expressed strong agreement while 76.2% of those expressing moderate disagreement to 

disagreement expressed disagreement. 
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Issues of High and Low Concern 

  

Several issues recently discussed elicited a high level of concern while others draw considerably less.  

Issues of higher concern include: Issues of lower concern are: 

 Leadership of administration  Role of trustees  

 Possible loss of accreditation  Faculty qualifications 

 Soundness of the physical plant  Theology of faculty 

 Stewardship of funds  Student ACT scores 

 Financial status  Graduation rate 
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Concerned to 
Extremely 
Concerned 

65.0% 

Somewhat 
Concerned to 

Not Concerned 
35.0% 

Summary of Results 
 

1. When asked, “What is your level of concern about Louisiana College?”  

 65% of respondents were concerned to extremely concerned 

 35% of respondents were somewhat concerned to not concerned 

 

When asked to identify their specific areas of concern: 

 
 

Response 
Percent 

 Leadership of Administration 69.8% 

 Possible loss of accreditation 65.1% 

 Soundness of the physical plant 65.1% 

 Stewardship of funds 60.5% 

 Financial status 53.5% 

 Role of trustees 46.5% 

 Faculty qualifications 37.2% 

 Theology of faculty 32.6% 

 Student ACT scores 27.9% 

 Graduation rate 25.6% 
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2. When asked to indicate their level of agreement with the statement “The administration of LC provides adequate information to the 

Convention and the trustees” 

 46.8% agreed to strongly agreed 

 45.2% moderately disagreed to disagreed 

 8% had no opinion 

Of those expressing an opinion, 

 50.9% agreed to strongly agreed 

 49.1% moderately disagreed to disagreed 

 

 

3. When asked to indicate their level of agreement with the statement “The trustees are provided with enough information to make 

informed decisions about important matters” 

 48.4% agreed to strongly agreed 

 30.6% moderately disagreed to disagreed 

 21% had no opinion 

Of those expressing an opinion, 

 61.2% agreed to strongly agreed 

 38.8% moderately disagreed to disagreed 
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4. When asked, “Does the LBC Executive Director's position as a voting member of the Board of Trustees provide him with too much 

influence in the decisions made by the board?” 

 30.6% said yes 

 50% said no 

 19.4% had no opinion 

Of those expressing an opinion, 

 38% said yes 

 62% said no 

 

5. When asked their level of concern over the finding that LC's retention rate is among the lowest in the state and among SBC colleges, 

according to the National Center for Educational Statistics website 

 60.7% were concerned to extremely concerned 

 39.3% were somewhat concerned to not concerned 
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6. When asked their level of concern over the finding that LC's total mortgage has increased more than $5.6 million (50%) between 2004 

and 2012, as reported on the college’s federal report 990s 

 59.7% were concerned to extremely concerned 

 40.3% were somewhat concerned to not concerned 

 

 

 

 

7. When asked their level of concern over the finding that LC's ACT scores for entering students are among the lowest in the state and 

among Southern Baptist Colleges, according to the National Center for Educational Statistics website. 

 55.7% were concerned to extremely concerned 

 44.3% were somewhat concerned to not concerned 
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8. When asked indicate their level of agreement or disagreement with the statement that LC has put too much emphasis on starting new 

ventures (e.g., law school, medical college, film school, school in Tanzania) and not enough on basic undergraduate education. 

 56.5% agreed to strongly agreed 

 33.9% moderately disagreed to disagreed 

 9.6% had no opinion 

Of those expressing an opinion, 

 62.5% agreed to strongly agreed 

 37.5% moderately disagreed to disagreed 

 

 

9. When asked, “Do you think LC should belong to an evangelical organization for financial accountability?” 

 45.9% said yes 

 24.6% said no 

 29.5% had no opinion 

Of those expressing an opinion, 

 65.1% said yes 

 34.9% said no 
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Raw Data 
 

1. What is your level of concern about Louisiana College? 

Extremely 
concerned 

Highly 
concerned 

Very 
concerned 

Concerned 
Somewhat 
concerned 

Not very 
concerned 

Slightly 
concerned 

Not 
concerned 

18 4 9 8 4 3 4 10 
  

Comments  

From those indicating they were extremely concerned, highly concerned, very concerned, or concerned: 

 I don't think we should be putting this amount of money into LC or any Baptist college... poor stewardship all 
the way around. 

 I have a very good friend who removed his sons from LC in response to lack of concern about many issues 
from LC leadership. Could not even get phone calls returned or replies to letters. 

 I am very concerned about "friends" that are spreading lies about LC.  It's time FOTC to a gpod at tneir own 
anger and sought repentance (sic). 

 My children needed to transfer. 

 Confusion. 

 It is our state Baptist college.  To a certain extent, it reflects the health of our La. Baptists. 

 Controversy concerning Dr. Aguillard seems to have given LC a damaged reputation 

 Leadership, distractions, over-reaction by those who do not have all the information 

 I believe the College under the present leadership of Dr. Aguillard is a failed leadership because of major 
integrity breaches, coupled with poor administrative/personnel decisions. This has been a grievous situation 
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for me and our congregation as we have been long time supporters of LC. Because of the fallout of the last 18 
months, we have reduced our support to the college. This has been an issue of conscience that has been 
grievous. We could not justify Great Commission giving to the college under present leadership direction. The 
crisis has been further exacerbated by what I believe is undue influence and conflict of interest from our 
Executive Director, Dr. David Hankins who is a voting member of the LC Board. 

 Extremely poor leadership from the President and the Executive Director 

 Extremely concerned over the dismissal of professors who held theological positions embraced by many of 
the founders of our Convention and accepted by a large segment of pastors today. 

 I'm tired of people trying to tear it apart when God is being exalted and lives are being changed. 

 From what I can tell, the place is a mess. The president has led the college at least to the edge of a cliff, if not 
over it. I am also concerned that so many of my Cooperative Program dollars go to support such a 
mismanaged institution. 

 Danger from loss of accreditation, quality faculty, and diminishing student body 
 

From those indicating they were somewhat concerned, not very concerned, slightly concerned, or not concerned: 

 I have confidence in the President and leadership. As a leader I know there are issues that they are aware of 
but are not at liberty to make public that impact decision. It is usually people with agendas and grips that are 
the one who seem to be second-guessing and expressing "concerns." 

 A concern is there, but I think it should be addressed appropriately. Not sure that is happening through this 
effort. 

 I am concerned about you because of your negative attitude and destructive actions. 

 I am concerned over the continuing reports of accreditation problems and programs that have been promised 
and delayed. 

 Worried Calvinists will still be there. 

 I believe the college is in good hands 
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 Very pleased with the college 

 Too many disgruntled people from its past 

 I am excited about its direction 

 My concern is the negative and false information being spread 

 The College is in better shape and hands than it has ever been! 
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2. If you have concerns about the status and future of LC, please mark all of the following items that concern you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Other concerns listed are included in comments below.) 

Comments 

From those indicating they were extremely concerned, highly concerned, very concerned, or concerned: 

 Money should be used elsewhere... it's a sacred cow for many Louisiana Baptists 

 Recruitment.  Is the purpose of LC to educate students primarily in Central, LA? What % of student body from 
outside 50 mile radius of Pineville? 

 Integrity of president 

 The future of LC is bright.  We need to get behind the God given leadership and start supporting rather than 

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Leadership of administration 70.5% 31 
Possible loss of accreditation 65.9% 29 
Soundness of the physical plant 65.9% 29 
Stewardship of funds 61.4% 27 
Financial status 54.5% 24 
Role of trustees 47.7% 21 
Faculty qualifications 38.6% 17 
Theology of faculty 34.1% 15 
Student ACT scores 29.5% 13 
Graduation rate 27.3% 12 
Add any other concerns that you may have 25 
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constantly trying to tear everything down 

 Chasing foolish endeavors 

 Theology ought to be doctrinally sound, but allow for variation in the less essentials. 

 That all parties deal with issues in Christ-honoring ways 

 The LC Board of Trustees being influenced by outside sources 

 The negative influence from outside individuals 

 Loss of positive reputation 

 Particularly the leadership of Dr. Joe Aguillard 

 Negative attacks from people who have personal agendas against our leaders 

 Influence of outside organizations that are ignorant of the facts and driven by an agenda that does not honor 
Christ 

 What happened to the place where we could witness to others as Christians? 

 I am bothered that some competent professors have been forced out because of their Reformed theology. 
They are within, not only the bounds of orthodoxy, but in line with the Baptist Faith & Message. I know the 
charge is that they were promoting Calvinism, but that is a canard. Do they really expect professors not to 
advocate for what they believe to be truth? Should professors who are not Reformed not advocate for their 
positions? This is absurd and not very Christian. 

 

From those indicating they were somewhat concerned, not very concerned, slightly concerned, or not concerned: 

 I have been concerned about the marked turn toward Calvinism among the theology faculty and am glad that 
it has finally been addressed. When the successor to John Piper is a former theology professor at LC, warning 
bells should have gone off across the LBC. 

 I'm concerned about constant negative and false allegations towards the college. 

 My biggest concern is the negativity that many are putting out in order to change the administration and 
bring in Calvinism to LC 
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 People who whine about the direction of the college, many of whom don't even belong to Louisiana Baptist 
Churches. 

 The negative information being published by those opposed to LC 

 The outside negative influence of those who don't support LC 

 Concerned about the motives of Friends of Louisiana College 

 That non-LBC individuals and groups are attacking and hurting our dear College. 

 I believe the college is in good hands 
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3. Please indicate your level of agreement with the following statement:  The administration of LC provides adequate information to the 

Convention and the trustees. 

Strongly 
agree 

Moderately 
agree 

Agree 
Moderately 

disagree 
Disagree No opinion 

19 4 6 7 21 5 
  

 

4. Please indicate your level of agreement with the following statement:  The trustees are provided with enough information to make 

informed decisions about important matters. 

Strongly 
agree 

Moderately 
agree 

Agree 
Moderately 

disagree 
Disagree No opinion 

21 3 6 6 13 13 
  

5. In your opinion, does the LBC Executive Director's position as a voting member of the Board of Trustees provide him with too much 

influence in the decisions made by the board? 

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Yes 30.6% 19 
No 50.0% 31 
No opinion 19.4% 12 
  

Comments 

From those answering “yes”: 
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 It's a ridiculous way to have things organized. 

 The Executive Director should not have a vote on any of the LBC Boards. 

 This arrangement is highly unusual and at least opens the door to a breach of ethics. 
 

From those answering “no”: 

 Dr. Hankins is one of the finest leaders and men I know. He is a man of character and integrity. 

 His presence is needed to provide information that will help our entities cooperate and coordinate. 

 He should be voting member of every Board of the LBC. 

 Dr. Hankins is spirit-led and is a great source of information and wisdom. He only has one vote on the board 
and all members are independent in thinking and consideration of issues 

 It’s what Louisiana Baptists requested 

 Very common among other states 

 He represents the group of us who give significantly through the CP to the college.  If you do not want him on 
the board, do not accept the CP. 

 

From those answering “no opinion”: 

 Even if he is Ex officio, his presence is desirable and if that exerts an influence it will still be felt. 

 Other board members outnumber him. 

 May be best to keep this as an ex officio position. But - making a chance sounds more reactionary than 
proactionary to me (sic). 

 

 

  



 

© 2013 by Friends of the College.  All rights reserved.   September 30, 2013 
Page 17 of 24 

 

6. Please indicate your level of concern over the following finding:  LC's retention rate is among the lowest in the state and among SBC 

colleges, according to the National Center for Educational Statistics website. 

Extremely 
concerned 

Highly 
concerned 

Very 
concerned 

Concerned 
Somewhat 
concerned 

Not very 
concerned 

Slightly 
concerned 

Not 
concerned 

11 10 7 9 3 3 4 14 
  

Comments 

From those indicating they were extremely concerned, highly concerned, very concerned, or concerned: 

 A true indication of dissatisfaction of the students 

 The way the question is stated has built in bias.  Among the lowest could be one less than 50 percentile or 
could be last. 

 Have exit surveys been done?  In La, the TOPS program makes state schools even more attractive financially. 
 

From those indicating they were somewhat concerned, not very concerned, slightly concerned, or not concerned: 

 This is a lie and you should be ashamed for spreading such a lie. 

 This statement is not factual 

 I'm not convinced those statistics are correct. 

 That was an issue 1963-67 when I was a student there.  That has not changed apparently. it has been 
damaged by all the negative reporting in the paper and by groups opposed to the president 

 Not sure this is accurate 

 There is room for improvement, but your group is certainly not doing anything to help 
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 I'm not sure this statement is accurate 

 Your facts are not accurate.  Why are you misleading Baptists? 

 I have seen all the stats and LC is inline 

 We are seeing similar results across the board with SBC institutions and even some staggering results about 
seminary students. The entrance requirements and student accountability level should be raised. 

 

7. Please indicate your level of concern over the following finding:   LC's total mortgage has increased more than $5.6 million (50%) 

between 2004 and 2012, as reported on the college’s federal report 990s. 

Extremely 
concerned 

Highly 
concerned 

Very 
concerned 

Concerned 
Somewhat 
concerned 

Not very 
concerned 

Slightly 
concerned 

Not 
concerned 

12 8 8 9 8 2 0 15 
  

Comments 

From those indicating they were extremely concerned, highly concerned, very concerned, or concerned: 

 How has the president kept his job? 

 This is absurd. 

 Alumni should be more involved on the financial support of the college 
 

From those indicating they were somewhat concerned, not very concerned, slightly concerned, or not concerned: 

 Again, biased question. If building in Shreveport is sold, this will be reduced immediately. 

 I'm concerned that LC has resorted to going directly to church after those same churches already support the 
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cooperative program 

 We need to ALL start supporting and give LC a chance to be the institution God wants it to be. 

 Mortgages generally indicate appreciable assets 

 I trust the administration but will examine this statement for accuracy and the reasons for the mortgage 
increase. 

 Alumni should do more to support and recruit outside support for the college 

 Former staff, faculty, and students need to be supporting the school financially 

 The College is growing and prospering financially. 

 What facts do you have to back up this statement? 

 New initiatives should be curbed to an extent until this matter can be managed. 

 Feel that misinformation by press and some on the outside have caused some donors to not give 
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8. Please indicate your level of concern over the following finding:   LC's ACT scores for entering students are among the lowest in the 

state and among Southern Baptist Colleges, according to the National Center for Educational Statistics website. 

Extremely 
concerned 

Highly 
concerned 

Very 
concerned 

Concerned 
Somewhat 
concerned 

Not very 
concerned 

Slightly 
concerned 

Not 
concerned 

8 9 5 12 3 6 1 17 
  

Comments 

From those indicating they were extremely concerned, highly concerned, very concerned, or concerned: 

 Lowering academic standards 

 This is an embarrassment. 
 

From those indicating they were somewhat concerned, not very concerned, slightly concerned, or not concerned: 

 LC is to serve the interest of Louisiana Baptist. It is not to be elitist, but to provide an education to those who 
wish to attend. 

 Same bias as #6. 

 Again this is just more of your attacks.  Why don't you tell the whole story and talk about testing results like 
the Praxis and MCAT? 

 This statement is not factual 

 ACT scores are given too much weight in college admission. Studies have shown that the tests are racially 
biased and give a false read of some students who simply do not test well but are very capable academically. 

 Some students with low scores are admitted to expose them to a positive learning environment. 
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 I am more concerned about the students who leave with degrees and thus far those are highly successful 
graduates. 

 Who are we to turn people away who are seeking an education? 

 Everyone who desires, deserves a college education 

 Your facts are false.  If one studies LC's ACT scores, then you will find your facts false. 

 It’s not how you start but how you finish. Thank God for an institution that will give a student an opportunity 
to succeed. 

 All that needs to be done here is raise the entrance requirements. 
 

 

9. Please indicate your level of agreement or disagreement with the following statement.    LC has put too much emphasis on starting 

new ventures (e.g., law school, medical college, film school, school in Tanzania) and not enough on basic undergraduate education. 

Strongly 
agree 

Moderately 
agree 

Agree 
Moderately 

disagree 
Disagree No opinion 

22 5 8 5 16 6 
  

Comments 

From those indicating they strongly agree, moderately agree, or agree: 

 Yes, I believe there has been a departure from the mission statement of the school. 
 

From those indicating they moderately disagree, disagree, or have no opinion: 
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 The president is a visionary. The problem has been that those on the board in past years, not recent years did 
not pay adequate attention to specific plans and funding. 

 If you truly looked at the facts you would know that these forward vision moves are very important to 
institutions like LC.  In fact new degree programs are a major source of income.  Already new degree 
programs have brought in 10.5 million in revenue.  Advanced programs like these are the future and will help 
provide necessary finding to help the infrastructure (dorms) that were so neglected during previous 
administrations, namely Dr. Lynn's.  The current Administration inherited a mess!! 

 Really do not know enough to respond on this matter. I do think a high level of academic accountability 
should be in place for the "on campus" aspect of the college. 

 No one or organization has ever progressed with reaching beyond that which is easily obtained 

 The people without a vision shall perish 

 Little ventured, little gained 

 LC has grown through the leadership bringing great and financially new programs.  The College is following 
her missions. 

 If the money and leadership structure is evident, pursuit of these ventures may have been justified.  Hindsight 
may prove different.  I do not know how stable the initial plans were. 
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10. Do you think LC should belong to an evangelical organization for financial accountability? 

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Yes 45.9% 28 
No 24.6% 15 
No opinion 39.5% 18 
 

Comments 

From those answering “yes”: 

 Yes, but the ECFA is not free. 

 ECFA 

 Unfortunately, I have to say yes since the trustees seem either unable or unwilling to reign in the 
administration. 

 It is owned by the Louisiana Baptist Convention 
 

From those answering “no”: 

 It's not necessary.  Why don't you guys join us and be a part of the solution. 

 It is accountable to the LBC. Audits are conducted annually 

 No, I think the financial concerns could be handled in house with proper audits and accountability 

 Let's don't throw out the baby with the bathwater! We have a good system in place, it must be administered 
and monitored. We must trust our leaders OR get rid of them 

 We already have trustees and LBC oversight 
 

From those answering “no opinion”: 

 They already are. It is called the LBC. 
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 It does. The LBC. 

 Don't understand question enough to answer. 

 I can't say it enough... there is no need for a Baptist college, at all. 

 Do not understand this item what is meant or intended 

 Doesn't it already? 
 

 


